
SFS Race Report Sat 4th December 2021  
by Bob Chapman, 6 Dec 2021.    
 
Race 6 of the 2021-22 Season, Race One of the Club Championship and Heat One of the Summer 
Point Score.  Another Saturday another southerly – this time fresh and gusty with overcast skies.  
Seven Historic 18s were on hand to prepare for the day’s racing along with a fleet of 12ft skiffs to 
contest the first race of their NSW Championship.  No.3 rig was the popular choice by all skiffs in 
consideration the breeze may build during the afternoon.    
 

 
The start, wide shot from a distance.  Courtesy Adrienne Jackson. 
 
The race got underway from a well contested scratch start in Athol Bight on the no.4 South course 
into a 20-25kt southerly, about an hour before low tide.  The Mistake did well from the boat-end while 
Yendys also started well from the pin-end.  The skiffs stayed on the favoured starboard tack for as 
long as possible in the fresh conditions.  An incident occurred when Aberdare tacked onto port 
wherein Britannia was forced to take Aberdare’s stern but then snagged the end of Aberdare’s boom 
to be spun around and suffer a terminal fill-up.  Aberdare did a penalty turn.    
 

 
The skiffs get off the line, view from the start boat.  Courtesy Mark Callanan. 
 
The Mistake was first to round Clark Island for the square run to Chowder followed by Yendys, 
Tangalooma, Australia IV, Scot and Aberdare.  The Mistake set a small mast-head spinnaker to enjoy 
a fast ride down the run, while Australia IV set a peak-head spinnaker to enjoy some fast moments 
and move into 2nd place.  The Mistake was first to round at Chowder for the beat up to Shark Island 
into a very fresh breeze followed by Australia IV, Yendys, Tangalooma, Scot and Aberdare.   
 
Plenty of wind for all skiffs as they battled their way up to Rose Bay.  Fortunately not a lot of water 
traffic to contend with in these testing conditions, although The Mistake did manage to get caught up 
with a large (and over-canvassed) yacht on approach to the top mark, all part of the challenge.  The 
Mistake was first to round Shark Island for the long reach back to Kurraba, followed by Australia IV, 



Tangalooma, Aberdare and Scot.  Unfortunately, Yendys had a bad tack when setting-up for their 
approach to the top mark and suffered a terminal fill-up.   
 

 
The Mistake enjoys the 2-sail reach into the Kurraba Mark. Photo courtesy Adrienne Jackson. 
 
The remaining five skiffs had a fast 2-sail reach back to Kurraba. The Mistake was first to round at 
Kurraba for the final beat up to Clark Island with a good lead from Australia IV, Tangalooma, Aberdare 
and Scot.  Still plenty of breeze to keep skippers and crews on their toes, and no change in positions.  
The Mistake was first to round Clark Island for the run to the finish, sailing under main and jib only, to 
finish 9 mins ahead of Australia IV, then a couple of mins to Tangalooma, Aberdare (under spinnaker)  
and a gap to Scot.  Aberdare subsequently retired after the finishing the race.    
 

 
Australia IV approaching the finish.  Courtesy Mark Callanan. 
 
With thanks to our on-water support team of Barley, Stewart, Remy, Russell, Tomoko, Chuck, 
Michael, Mark and Bill; COVID Marshall Nicki, crew sign-in Tomoko; Fiona on the raffle, Ross and 
Ombeline on the B-B-Q.  We look forward to seeing you down at the Squaddie next week.      
 
 



 
Aberdare crosses the finish line.  Courtesy Mark Callanan. 
 

 
Yellow RIB support team of Stewart, Barley and young Remy. Courtesy Mark Callanan.  
 
 
Results for Sat 4th December 2021.     

 
Note, handicap limit of 15 mins has now been replaced / extended to 20 mins. 

Race 6 04-Dec-21 Scr Start Sth Course Sth 20-25 kts

Skiff Skipper
Race 
Hcap

Start
Time

Finish
Time

Race
Time 

H'cap 
Time
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Hcap

Ring
tail

AHSSA 
Rating

Rating 
C'Time

Rating 
Place

The Mistake J. Winning 0:00 14:30:00 16:03:03 1:33:03 1:33:03 0  0:00:00 1:33:03 1
Australia IV T. Stewart 0:08 14:30:00 16:12:18 1:42:18 1:34:18 9  0:00:00 1:42:18 3
Tangalooma N. Turbit 0:14 14:30:00 16:14:54 1:44:54 1:30:54 13  0:05:00 1:39:54 2

Scot J. Watt 0:12 14:30:00 16:26:28 1:56:28 1:44:28 13  0:05:00 1:51:28 4
Aberdare J. Tickner 0:16 14:30:00 RAF  16    
Britannia I. Smith 0:16 14:30:00 DNF  16    
Yendys G. Wakefield 0:00 14:30:00 DNF  0    

Top Weight  0:14 14:30:00  14    
Alruth  0:15 DNC   15    

Australia  0:06 DNC  6   
Myra Too  0:07 DNC 7    



Skiff 

Season  
Point 
Score 

Spring  
Point Score 

Summer  
Point 
Score 

Ringtail 
Point  
Score  

Aberdare 13 12 1   
Alruth 0 0 0   
Australia 0 0 0   
Australia IV 21 17 4 1 
Britannia 6 5 1   
Myra Too 0 0 0   
Scot 18 15 3   
Tangalooma 13 7 6   
The Mistake 29 24 5   
Top Weight 5 5 0   
Yendys 14 13 1 2 

 
 
-----------------------------    


